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Abstract

Wobzi is a dialect of Lavrung, a Rgyalrongic language spoken in Chuchen County, Rngaba
Autonomous Prefecture of Tibetan and Qiang.

The extremely elaborated consonant clusters in the onset position of Lavrung are under
analysis in this talk.

A Lavrung onset can reach up to five or more consonants. Huang (2007) finds an example
with five consecutive consonants in the dialect of Guanyinqgiao: svrdzya “hatch”; Yin (2007)
and my own fieldwork show a number of examples with four-consonant onsets in Njorogs
and Wobzi: Wobzi. snsc’o “hibernate”, etc. As a result, we are interested in how these
consonants are organised and what they tell us about the phonology of the language.

In this talk, we are going to give a phonological account to the structure of the Wobzi onset
and the way to derive a Wobzi onset.

We will first examine the different roles (pre-initials, initial and medial) of the onset by
applying the reduplication test, which contributes to the analysis of its structure. Then we will
focus on the pre-initial hierarchy, using various phonomorphological tests (resyllabification,
reduplication, etc). The hierarchy will be dealt with by modern phonological theories.

Finally, we will see how these phonological rules work in a whole syllable and even an
utterance.
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